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GCREST EXPANDS INTO NORTH AMERICA;
OPENS NEW U.S. HEADQUARTERS IN SAN
FRANCISCO

Print

Bookmark with Social network

Japanese online game publisher opens its first American office to intensify its international presence
For immediate release

San Francisco, CAT January 14, 20107 GCREST, an online publisher of several games including casual game
@games with over one million players in Asia, today announced the opening of its first office in San Francisco,
CA. In addition to its Tokyo-based headquarters, the American office will answer specific demands of US
communities and expand its presence in the North American market.

"We are thrilled and really excited to open our first office in San Francisco. Despite the economic downturn we
have experienced a strong demand of users to expand our presence in America" said Masaru Ohnogi, VP of
global operations.

The strategic location in the "South of Market™ area of San FranciscoT the heart of games innovation and
creativity -- combined with GCREST's many years of experience in online business will enable the company to
consolidate, intensify, and broaden the reach to existing and potential customers.

American teens represent over 50% of the overall customer database of TinierMe, their first global free-to-play
game portal. The English version was released in open Beta in October and the mission of the US teams will be to
further identify cultural similarities and differences, collect ongoing feedback, increase the community of users,
and build affiliations with local companies.

"The online game market has already been multifaceted and flooded with a wide range of similar products;
therefore it's going to be more difficult to collect millions of users without going global* said Ohnogi. "Providing
sophisticated, easy-to access and territory focused services is the backbone of our strategy. We will maximize our
strength to entertain as many people as possible worldwide. We're starting with North America because many of
our fans are here in the US!"

The office will open officially on February 2010 at 611 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA. GCREST
Entertainment will share the office with one of its shareholders CyberAgent America, Inc.

About GCREST

31/01/2010 12:26
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GCREST is a leading online entertainment company based in Japan. GCREST Co. Ltd. was established in 2003
and has created many successful online games including Trickster, @games, and Barvillage. TinierMe, which is
also known in Japan as @games, is a game portal owned by GCREST. The game has gathered more than 1
million active users in Japan. TinierMe is a brand new class of online game portal site, with communication
functions that make use of a dynamic Flash avatar called aRSELFY.0

About TinierMe:

TinierMe transports players to a web-based Manga and Anime style virtual world where they can pick their own
avatar, customize it using a large variety of options, and purchase virtual items to enhance game play. They will
experience multiple in-game challenges, meet other people and chat live, enjoy game events, and get rewarded
with virtual coins or items. TinierMe appeals to everyone ages 13 and older.

Media contacts

For media enquiries: Cosmocover, at hello@cosmocover.com
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Today, online Japanese games company GCrest announced that they have opened their first office
in San Francisco. This new American office will work with the Tokyo HQ to expand the company's ‘ Your Name ‘
influence in North America and answer North American issues.

‘ Email Address ‘

"We are thrilled and really excited to open our first office in San Francisco, said Masaru Ohnogi,
VP of global operations. fiDespite the economic downturn we have experienced a strong demand of
users to expand our presence in America.o

The company's game portal, TinierMe, has half of its customer base from America. With the Beta
version available in October, the San Francisco office will work on localizing, gathering feedback, &

increasing the user base and networking with other companies. . . )
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GCrest Opens U.S. HQ CAMERS |

January 14, 2010 | By: IndustryGamers | More

Today, GCrest announced that they have opened their first office in San Francisco in February 2010.
This new American office will work with the Tokyo HQ to expand the company's influence in North

America and answer North American issues.

"We are thrilled and really excited to open our first office in San Francisco," said Masaru Ohnogi, VP of
global operations, “Despite the economic downturn we have experienced a strong demand of users to
expand our presence in America.”

The company's game portal, TinierMe, has half of its customer base from America. With the Beta version
available in October, the San Francisco will work on localizing, gathering feedback, increasing the user

base and networking with other companies.

"The enline game market has already been multifaceted and flooded with a wide range of similar
products; therefore it's going to be more difficult to collect millions of users without going global," adds
Chnogi. "Providing sophisticated, easy-to access and territory focused services is the backbone of our
strategy. We will maximize our strength to entertain as many people as possible worldwide. We're

starting with North America because many of our fans are here in the U.S.1"

Read more at IndustryGamers

Tous droits de reproduction réservés
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The company, which publishes 1 million player base casual PF PF Desktop
title @games hopes to "answer specific demands of US Select...
communities” it explained in a statement, with over half of
user playing its free-to-play title TinierMe based in the 119,99 ¢ 106.99 ¢ 109,99 €

country.
"We are thrilled...
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What others report on the same story

Gcrest expands presence to US
Japanese online publisher, Gerest, has announced the
opening of a new office in San Francisco as it seeks to
expand its presence in North America. The company,
which ... - [01/15/2010 - GamesIndustry.biz]

Quotes

"Providing sophisticated, easy-to access and territory
focused services is the backbone of our strategy. We
will maximise our strength to entertain as many
people as possible worldwide. We're starting with
North America because many of our fans are here in
the US."

‘discount Créateur de pouvoir d'achat |

"The online game market has already been
multifaceted and flooded with a wide range of similar
products; therefore it's going to be more difficult to
collect millions of users without going global."

News: Gerest expands presence to US [GamesIndustry.biz -

01/15/2010]
News: Gcrest expands presence to US [GamesIndustry.biz -
01/15/2010]

"We are thrilled and really excited to open our first office in San Francisco. Despite the economic downturn we have
experienced a strong demand of users to expand our presence in America" said Masaru Ohnogi...

News: Gerest expands presence to US [GameslIndustry.biz - 01/15/2010]
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Sony Torne Adds TV Tuning To The
PS3...Again

Europe got the PlayTV, and now Japan is receiving a digital tuner for the PS3 of its own called
the Torne. Connecting to the PS3 via USB, the Torne adds internet-based program search and
DVR functions to the PS3 (that still work even when you're watching ... [Gizmodo - 01/14/2010]

PlayStation
Portable

Entities: PlayStation3, Sony Corporation, Japan, Mark Wilson, PlayStation Portable

First Reported 01/15/2010 - Up-dated 01/15/2010 - 1 Documents (in Corporate Deals)
Video Game Sales Explode In Industry's Best
Month Ever

After a 2009 dominated by lower year-over-year monthly sales figures, the video game industry turned things around
in a huge way just in time for the holidays, recording its best month ever, reported analyst firm The NPD Group on
Thursday. According to ... [CNET News.com - 01/15/2010]

GROUP
NPD Group Inc

Entities: PlayStation3, Sony Corporation, Video Game Consoles, NPD Group Inc, Microsoft Corporation

First Reported 01/20/2010 - Updated 01/20/2010 - 1 Documents

First Reported 01/21/2010 - Updated 01/21/2010 - 1 D
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(in New Business)
Launch Of Sony PS3
SONY Controller Delayed

Sony Corporation

Sony Delays Launch
Of PS3 Motion
Controller [PS3]

Sony has just announced that its
motion control peripheral for the
PlayStation 3 will not, as
originally planned, be shipping
in Spring 2010. "We have
decided to release the Motion Controller in fall 2010
when we will be able to offer an exciting and ...
[Kotaku - 01/20/2010]

Sony said yesterday it would
delay the launch of a motion-sensing controller for
its PlayStation 3 games console from spring to
autumn 2010 in a blow to its efforts to... ... [FT.com -

PlayStation3 Health - 01/21/2010]

Entities: PlayStation3, Video Game Consoles, Sony Corporation

Entities: PlayStation3, Sony Corporation, Sony Computer
Entertainment
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Video game sales explode in industry's best mon...
[CNET News.com - 01/15/2010]
After a 2009 dominated by lower year-over-year monthly
sales figures, the video game industry turned things around
in a huge way just in time for the holidays, recording ...

250GB PlayStation 3 Dated For Japan [PS3] [Kotaku -
01/14/2010]
Sony has just announced that the PS3 with a 250GB hard
disk drive will launch in Japan next month. Releasing on
February 18, the console will be priced at 034,980 ...

PS3 reaches 3 million sales in the UK [Technology: Games
blog | guardian.co.uk - 01/22/2010]
But what are your favourite PS3 games so far?Sony said
today that 3 million PS3's have been sold in the UK. A
decent milestone reached then even if it lags behind ...

Sony Delays Launch Of PS3 Motion Controller [PS3]
[Kotaku - 01/20/2010]
Sony has just announced that its motion control peripheral
for the PlayStation 3 will not, as originally planned, be
shipping in Spring 2010. "We have decided to ...

Xbox 360, PS3 price cuts coming this summer? [The
Microsoft Blog - 01/12/2010]
Michael Pachter, an analyst with Los Angeles-based
Wedbush Morgan, said he expects the Sony PlayStation 3
to have outsold Microsoft's Xbox 360 during the holidays,

12345678910..,

Audio/Video

sort by: Date | Relevance

The Top 25 PS3 Games [IGN Entertainment - YouTube -
01/16/2010]

Money Markets and More: Thurs., Jan. 21 Preview
[Money, Markets & More - 01/20/2010]
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